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FOURTH OF JULY PARADE, ORINDA

FROM THE WEST

Brothers and Friends:
We have been participating in the Orinda 4th of July Parade
for 8 years now. The idea was originally simple: Get as many
of us together to march so the Masons and the Masonic Center
will get some exposure, whether it is for rentals or attracting
new members. The second year we participated, we invited the
other Masonic groups at 9 Altarinda Road to join us in the
celebration. Job’s Daughters took up the invitation and have
been with us ever since. A couple of years ago Bill Adams
bought an antique car, a 1931 model "A" Ford and asked if he
could enter the car with the Masons; it was a great idea that
got us immediate attention from the crowd.

Dearest Brothers and Sisters:
As you will see on page 4, our second annual picnic will be
held at Castle Rock Park on August 24th from noon to six
p.m. It will coincide with our Job’s Daughters Bethel picnic
also. Originally, we were to bestow the Hiram Award to
worthy Brother Don Weisse, Jr., but, alas, he and Pat will be
away. The best laid plans…… Anyway, please plan to join us.

This year we had about 30 to 35 participants for the parade,
including our ever present Job’s Daughters, members of the
York Rite Bodies, some members from Acalanes Fellowship
Lodge, and, of course our own officers’ line and members of
Orinda Lodge #122. We have met our original goal in that we
now are recognized by the crowd throughout the route of the
parade. That brings up an issue that some of you have asked
about; why are we called the Orinda Masonic Center in the
parade and not the Orinda Masons? The simple answer is this:
Since we have members of various groups and lodges joining
us, we needed to use a descriptive term that will encompass
everyone. Also, since our building is rented by various people
from the community, we are getting free advertising in front of
the whole audience. Lastly, we are only allowed about 3 short
sentences to describe who we are before being announced.
Our participation changes and evolves every year; we can
adjust as we go!
A warm and gracious thank you to all who joined us,
including all the parents who helped us. A special thanks to
Worshipful Don Carter for getting his autos prepared for
presentation - that is a chore in itself. Our after-parade lunch
allowed us to sit and socialize while drinking some beverages
to cool down. Let’s try to make next year even bigger.
Fraternally, Tom Kilgallen, PM
President, Lodge Parade Committee

Fraternally yours,
Cary Carlson, Senior Warden

(l-r)Brother Daniel Rose and Brother Bobby G. Robertson
receive their 50-year pins at the June 6th Stated Mtg. dinner

JUNIOR WARDEN’S MESSAGE
On Thursday July 11th, Orinda Lodge installed the following
officers: Earl Love as Jr. Deacon, Sean Mergy as Marshal,
Alan Miller as Sr. Steward, and Mike Gooding as Jr. Steward.
All of these brothers have been doing such great work and we
are very excited to have these stations filled by such motivated
and talented men.
The installation ceremony was performed beautifully by
Wr. Tom Kavishi; S.W. Cary Carlson, P.M.; Jim Leonard,
P.M.; and, of course by The Illustrious Jack Forseth, P.M.
Special thanks go to Ill. Jack Forseth and Secretary Dick
Anderson, P.M., for presenting to the lodge, through Wr. Tom
Kavishi, a new Master's hat.
*Just a friendly reminder, please don't forget to call in your
meal reservations for Stated Meeting dinners. It's easy; just
call in no later than 10 a.m. the day before the Thursday Stated
Meeting Dinner. The lodge number is: (925) 254-5211; press
2, and leave a clear message with your name, number of your
party, and if there is a desire for an alternate or vegetarian
meal. This way we may plan ahead, and make sure that we
have both a plate and a seat ready for you. We want you to
come and have a great time at the Orinda Lodge.
Hope to see you soon.

Don Carter driving his 1931 Fod Model A car in the 30th
anniversary Lamorinda Fourth of July parade.

Sincerely & Fraternally,
Erik Johnson, Junior Warden

Orinda Lodge No. 122, F. & A.M
Richard Anderson, PM
1289 Avenida Sevilla, #2B
Walnut Creek, CA 94595-4108
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