AUGUST 2021

From The East

Alan Miller, Master

Alan Miller, Worshipful Master
Greetings from the East

"Behold how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell in unity". That statement from our
chaplain in the 1st Degree ritual easily describes our theme in the lodge for July. From the
Stated Meeting BBQ, to the 4th of July Parade, conferring our first degrees in seeming ages
(Congrats to our newest Brothers Rich Depolo, Brice Wightman and Gary Winnie) to the
Grand Masters Unity BBQ for Division III (held at Orinda on July 18), we had a rich variety
of events for us all to come together as one, renewing the great legacy of our ancient and
honorable fraternity.
The Masonic Unity BBQ was a great event - so wonderful to see representatives of so
many masonic bodies in out Orinda Lodge parking lot. The many shade structures brought
by brothers and families helped keep the heat manageable, and the food as always was
fantastic. Providing opportunity for all of the masonic bodies to work together is one of MW
Arthur Weiss' goals, and our Division III AGL Wor. Tony Cimarra reports the Grand Master
was very pleased with the turnout in Orinda. And we were able to raise some significant
funds for the Masons-for-Mitts program. There are so many people to thank in making this
event a success that we'd need an extra edition of the Trestleboard to list them all. But a big
thank you to Wor. Tom Kavishi for spearheading the eﬀort, and to all the brothers from Orinda
Lodge who came together to make this a success.
Turning to August, there are also many events planned. We will continue to work on our
backlog of degree conferrals, so look for notices for 2nd Degrees in the coming weeks.
In addition to the Stated meeting on August 5th, we will have the Lodge Summer BBQ on
Saturday August 21st. This will include a double Hiram Award ceremony for our 2020 and
2021 honorees. The location is still up in the air as of this printing, as securing suﬃcient size
picnic grounds is still an issue with the pandemic rules. We are trying to secure a place in
Tilden Park, but otherwise it will be held at Orinda Lodge. Expect a noon starting time. Check
the lodge website, reservation line, and e-mail blasts for the final details.
On Thursday Aug 26, we will hold our first formal Masonic Education night at Orinda Lodge.
This will be a gathering in an informal festive board style, where we can together learn and
discuss the meanings behind our masonic ritual, symbols and traditions. For our first event,
we will have a guest speaker from Academia Lodge, WM Paul Adams, who will explore the
topic: Transition in Masonic Life. There are many parts of our ritual that involve prayer, silent
circumspection, waiting with patience; each of these is designed to prepare us to shed the
distractions of the outside world to allow for the spiritual experience within the lodge. Wor.
Adams will explore some of the symbols in out ritual that help guide this transition. The event
will start at 7:00 in the lodge dining hall; light refreshments will be served.
Alan J Miller | Master

From Orinda Lodge to our Brethren,
may you know nothing but happiness
from this day onward.
May God protect and keep you.

Happy Birthday!
Ralph D. McDonald 8/03
Ronald G. Light D.D.S. 8/05
Theodore J. Budach Jr. 8/05
Michael I. Malliarys 8/08
William O. Richmond PM 8/09
Jon L. Benson PM 8/10
Michael D Gooding 8/15
Justin R. Martinez 8/16
Darrell R. Gray 8/17
Robert C. Long 8/18
Demetrios T. Lolonis 8/19
R. Trent Retallack 8/20
Charles R. Neil PM 8/21
Cary L. Carlson PM 8/22
Kenneth C. McCracken 8/23
Robert P. Dathe 8/25
Donald E. Weisse Jr. PM 8/25
Gary E. Dana 8/25
Mete Soyoguz 8/30

From The West
By Mick Finein

Brethren,
We learn that Truth is a divine attribute and the foundation
of every virtue.
In our Declaration of Independence Thomas Jeﬀerson
wrote “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
Thomas Jeﬀerson’s statement was heavily influenced by
French philosophers from the Age of Enlightenment who
advocated that men were born free and equal.
To Jeﬀerson this truth was so absolute as to be selfevident without needing further proof.
The dictionary defines truth as: The body of real things,
events, and facts, or actuality. The state of being the
case, fact. A transcendent fundamental or spiritual reality.
Truth is also defined as the property of being in accord
with fact or reality. In everyday language, truth is
typically ascribed to things that aim to represent reality
or otherwise correspond to it, such as beliefs and
propositions. The first part relates to an objective truth
“fact or reality”, the second to a subjective truth a “belief”.
So, are there fact-based truths and belief-based truths?
There are four “truths” to according to one source:
•
Objective Truth is what exists and can be proved
in this physicality. (The sun moves across the sky each
day.)
•
Normative Truth is what we, as a group, agree is
true. (English speakers agreed to use the word day to
name that time when the sky is lit by the sun.)
•
Subjective Truth is how the individual sees or
experiences the world. (Today is a good day for me.)
•
Complex Truth recognizes the validity of all those
truths and allows you to focus on the one is most useful
at any given time. (The sun is up; the day is bright. Today
is a good day for MOM, so let’s take advantage of that
and ask for ice cream for dinner.)
So, then can truth be dependent on one’s perspective
and beliefs and can change to what is useful at the time?
Truth has been defined in diﬀerent ways over time and
history and in diﬀerent cultures.
In Hinduism, truth is defined as "unchangeable",
"that which has no distortion", "that which is beyond
distinctions of time, space, and person", "that which
pervades the universe in all its constancy".
In Buddhism, the notion of truth is often divided into
the Two Truths Doctrine which consists of relative and

Upcoming Dates

conventional truth and ultimate truth.
Aristotle's stated that “Truth is the conformity of the
intellect and things.”

Stated Meeting (Hawaiin Night!)
August 5th at Orinda Lodge!
Social 5:30 PM | Opening 8 PM

Kierkegaard wrote about objective truths which are
concerned with the facts of a person's being, while
subjective truths are concerned with a person's way of
being.

Hall Association Meeting (Online)
August 25th | 7 PM
Meeting ID: 819 7787 7638
Password: 227626

Plato believed that there are truths to be discovered;
that knowledge is possible. Moreover, he held that truth
is not relative. ... Thus, for Plato, since truth is objective,
our knowledge of true propositions must be about real
things.
Nietzsche suggested that an ancient, metaphysical belief
in the divinity of Truth lies at the heart of and has served
as the foundation for the entire subsequent Western
intellectual tradition. "But you will have gathered what
I am getting at, namely, that it is still a metaphysical
faith on which our faith in science rests—that even we
knowers of today, we godless anti-metaphysicians still
take our fire too, from the flame lit by the thousand-yearold faith, the Christian faith which was also Plato's faith,
that God is Truth; that Truth is 'Divine'..."
Mick Finein | Senior Warden

From The Secretary
By Gary Peare, PM

I’d like to thank the Hall Association for their purchase of
a new color all-in-one ink-jet printer for the oﬃce. This
will replace three aging machines and will free up a lot
of space in the oﬃce. Special thanks to Bro. Dennis
Trammell, who arranged to purchase the printer in a
lightly-used condition from his employer, saving us over
$150.
If anyone has use of, or knows an organization that can
use a fax machine, please let me know by August 31.
Otherwise we’ll drop our old one oﬀ at an e-waste facility.

Light Festive Board
Hosted at Orinda Lodge!
August 26th | 7:30 PM

From The South
By Dennis Trammell

"True happiness is to enjoy the present, without anxious
dependence upon the future, not to amuse ourselves with
either hopes or fears but to rest satisfied with what we
have, which is suﬃcient, for he that is so, wants nothing."
-Seneca the Younger
Take pause and reflect on your life, enjoy that which has
been invested to you. Do not settle for a situation which
may not be favorable, but find contentment within the
confines of your current life.
Watch in awe as the sun sets at the close of the day,
do not mourn for the light that has been lost. Thank the
Almighty Architect that you were allowed to behold the
beauties of the sky as its colors danced upon the horizon.
When the night falls and darkness is upon you, strive to
reach the next sunrise but find happiness in the beauty
you witness.
contenment elegit vos can vel complacentiam

“Among whom no contention should ever exist but that noble contention,
or rather emulation, of who best can work and best agree.”

2020 Lodge Oﬃcers

Hall Association

Master | Alan Miller PM

Senior Deacon | Michael Malliarys

Senior Warden | Mick Finein

Junior Deacon | Tony Benavides

Junior Warden | Dennis Trammell

Marshal | Michael Gooding

Treasurer | Tom Steig PM

Organist | Bill Richmond PM

Secretary | Gary Peare PM

Tiler | Open

Chaplain | Mickey Ganitch PM

Oﬃcers Coach | Cary Carlson PM

Assistant Secretary | Dick Anderson PM

Oﬃcers Coach | Don Weisse Jr. PM

(510) 673-2900 | milleraj61@yahoo.com
(415) 810-8060 | orindalodge122@gmail.com
(925) 584-6600 | djtrammell@yahoo.com
tsteig@sbcglobal.net

(925) 285-8175 | orindalodge122@gmail.com
(510) 343-6127 | mbganitch@earthlink.net
(925) 686-3930 | dandson@comcast.net

(510) 338-8250 | mmaliarys@hotmail.com
(925) 708-4756 | bbtonybb@aol.com

(510) 660-7388 | mmmgoodin@yahoo.com
(510) 531-5078 | brich1011@sbcglobal.net

Steward Chairs | Open

(925) 360-2716 | caryorinda122@gmail.com
(510) 534-8377

President | Dennis Trammell
Vice President | Greg Bloom PM
Chief Financial Oﬃcer | Ed Lana
Secretary | Ben Bloom
Greg Bloom PM
Michael Gooding
Sean Mergy PM
Alan Miller PM
Vic Vickers PM
Mick Finein
Craig Andrews
Ron Palmer

Trustees

Tom Steig PM 11/21
Greg Bloom PM 11/22
Tom Kavishi PM 11/22
Larry Becker PM 11/23
Norm Gorsuch PM 11/23
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