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From The East

Alan Miller, Master

Alan Miller, Worshipful Master
Greetings from the East
The time has finally arrived for the lifting of the state's covid protocols, and
we now have much more flexibility for meetings and degrees. And with that,
we thought it would be great to have a Welcome-Back BBQ as our first stated
meeting with a meal since the pandemic lockdown began some 15 months ago.
So the July 1st Stated Meeting dinner is on, pot-luck buffet style. The lodge will
provide the Tri-tip expertly grilled by Wr Greg Bloom, and I ask those attending
to bring a side dish sized to serve 10-12 people. Easiest is to divide up by the
alphabet (last name) :
A-I bring a salad

J-P bring an appetizer or dessert

Q-Z bring a side dish

Please, Please, Please RSVP through the Jr. Warden's message line on the
Lodge phone (925-254-5211), or by e-mailing the Jr Warden or myself directly.
And while the covid restrictions that we operated under for our SPP have been
lifted, please still follow the common sense ones, such as not showing up if you
are feeling ill.
We were able to hold the June Stated meeting, alas without a meal, under the
SPP guidelines then in force. It was truly great to see brethren filling the lodge
again. We were able to successfully ballot on 5 applicants for the degrees, so
July will be a busy month as we endeavor to initiate 5 new Brothers: Mr. Paige
Meyer, Mr. Frank Drayton, Mr. Richard DePolo, Mr. Brice Wightman, and Mr.
Gary Winnie. Please be on the lookout in our various communications platforms
as we finalize the degree dates - always great to see a full lodge on degree
nights. Your officers will hard at work on their ritual, as we plan to quickly pivot to
Fellowcraft degrees in August.
Also coming up is the annual Orinda 4th of July Parade - back after a one-year
hiatus. Though many towns opted to postpone their parades, the City of Orinda
has decided the Orinda Parade is on. And our esteemed Chaplain and Pearl
Harbor Survivor Mickey Ganitch will be participating in his first Orinda parade.
Chairman Wr Tom Kilgallen is again leading the organizing efforts; we can use a
few more nice cars and drivers for those who prefer not to walk the entire route.
It will start one hour later than usual, 11:00 this year.
We will begin assembling as usual in the east parking lot of BART station at 9:30,
or folks can meet at the lodge between 9:00 and 9:30 and we can carpool down.
After the parade, lunch at the lodge will be served. (Coninued on next page)

From Orinda Lodge to our Brethren,
may you know nothing but happiness
from this day onward.
May God protect and keep you.

Happy Birthday!
Albert Donnici, P:.M:. 07/01
Norman Gorsuch 07/03
Richard Sperling 07/04
Marvin Hos 07/04
Melvin Loe 07/05
Geoffrey Rester 07/05
Robert Traxler, P:.M:. 07/07
Donal Connelly 07/08
Thomas Dewing 07/10
Craig Kauffman 07/11
Ronald Garwood 07/14
Stephen Renouf 07/14
Jack Giolitti 07/16
Kent Matheson 07/21
Stewart Knudsen 07/25
Frederick Burks, P:.M:. 07/25
Edward Kurtz 07/27
David Pintado 07/30
Guy De Garmo 07/31
Earl Love, Jr., P:.M:. 07/31

From The East
(Continued)

This has been a great time in the past, with masons,
youth orders and appendant bodies such as Eastern Star
walking together - would love to see you there. Please
contact Wr Kilgallen or myself if you plan to attend, so we
can get an accurate head count for the lunch.
On Sunday July 18th, Orinda Lodge has the privilege of
hosting the Division 3 Masonic Unity BBQ. This event
will be catered by Wr Tom Kavishi's Hick'ry Pit, and will
include many distinguished visitors form Grand Lodge,
including Grand Master Arthur Weis and his lovely
wife Barb. See the flyer in this Trestleboard for more
information
As you can see, there are many fine events planned as
the lodge is re-opening. While July is traditionally a dark
month at the lodge, with the pandemic we have been
effectively dark for 15 months. Time to enjoy some Light
together!
Fraternally,
Alan Miller, Master

From The West
By Mick Finein

Brethren,
At a recent Zoom meeting I presented a short topic about
the concept of tolerance as not being a virtue specifically
mentioned in Masonry. We had a discussion that while
tolerance is not specifically mentioned in our ritual that it
is included as a vital part of our other tenets and virtues
such as Brotherly Love.\
As Masons, it is incumbent on us to practice tolerance;
the acceptance of other’s religions, opinions, lifestyles
and spiritual views. For Brotherly Love to enable us to
unite men of every country, sect and opinion, tolerance is
essential.
As we discussed that ties very neatly into Masonry and
our role in promoting and practicing civility. How can one
practice civility without tolerance and Brotherly Love?
Regarding Masonry it has been written that “Its laws are
reason and equity; its principles benevolence and love;
and its religion purity and truth; its intention is peace on
earth; and its disposition good-will toward men.” Brother
and Reverend T.M. Harris (departed).
Our actions must reflect our words and ideals in everyday
life.
In future articles, I hope to be able to outline potential
topics for Masonic educational presentations for our
Stated Meetings and other informal meetin
Mick Finein | Senior Warden

Upcoming Dates

First Degree Ceremonies
at Orinda Lodge

Hall Association Meeting (Online)

(Tentative Dates - Emails To Follow)

June 30th | 7 PM
Meeting ID: 819 7787 7638
Password: 227626

July 8th

7 PM | 1st Degree of the Year!

Stated Meeting (In Person BBQ!)

July 10th

July 1st at Orinda Lodge!
Social 5:30 PM | Opening 8 PM

9 AM | Double Degree, BBQ to Follow

4th of July Parade

July 22nd

July 4th at Orinda Lodge!
Meet at Lodge 9 AM | Parade 11 AM

7 PM | Double Degree

Division 3 Masonic Family Unity BBQ
Hosted at Orinda Lodge!
July 18th | 1-4 PM

From The Secretary

4th of July Parade

We are pleased to announce an addition to the Orinda
Lodge family. Welcome Hannah Theresa Bloom, born
to Bro. Benjamin Bloom and his wife, Leah! Hannah
was born on June 2 and weighed in at 5 lb 9oz.
Congratulations to Leah and Ben, as well as to the proud
grandparents, Greg and Nancy Bloom!

By Gary Peare, PM

Special Guest:
Most Worshipful Art Weiss, Grand Master

By Tom Kilgallen, PM

Some of you may be aware that at the June Stated
Meeting the Lodge voted to participate in the upcoming
Orinda 4th of July Parade. We had been invited by the
Orinda Association to join them and we responded that
we would join the Parade.
As always, we will assemble in the East parking lot
of the BART station anytime after 9 AM.There we will
organize into a presentable group. The marching will
begin approximately 11 AM. According to the last notice
from the Orinda Association, masks will be required by all
participants. There will be some cars available for folks
that cannot march but I don’t think there will be enough to
“ride” everyone. We will be having a lunch at the Lodge
after the Parade so come by for a while and celebrate
with us.

A reminder about dues. We will be paying our Per Capita
assessment to the Grand Lodge in a few weeks. As you
may know, we are required to pay the Per Capita for all
brothers, even for those whose dues are outstanding.
Please take a moment to check your record online at
www.freemason.org to verify that you are marked current
in your dues. If not, now would be a great time to get
current. If you are unable to pay the amount owed, please
contact me in confidence. Assistance is available for
all worthy brothers, but you need to let us know. Your
membership and good standing are our priority.
Please note that I have switched to a lodge email address
for all lodge business-related correspondence. Email me
at orindalodge122@gmail.com.

Tom Kilgallen PM | 510-594-116

“Among whom no contention should ever exist but that noble contention,
or rather emulation, of who best can work and best agree.”

2020 Lodge Officers
Master | Alan Miller PM

Senior Deacon | Michael Malliarys

Senior Warden | Mick Finein

Junior Deacon | Tony Benavides

Junior Warden | Dennis Trammell

Marshal | Michael Gooding

Treasurer | Tom Steig PM

Organist | Bill Richmond PM

Secretary | Gary Peare PM

Tiler | Open

Chaplain | Mickey Ganitch PM

Officers Coach | Cary Carlson PM

Assistant Secretary | Dick Anderson PM

Officers Coach | Don Weisse Jr. PM

(510) 673-2900 | milleraj61@yahoo.com
(415) 810-8060 | orindalodge122@gmail.com
(925) 584-6600 | djtrammell@yahoo.com
tsteig@sbcglobal.net

(925) 285-8175 | orindalodge122@gmail.com
(510) 343-6127 | mbganitch@earthlink.net
(925) 686-3930 | dandson@comcast.net

(510) 338-8250 | mmaliarys@hotmail.com
(925) 708-4756 | bbtonybb@aol.com

(510) 660-7388 | mmmgoodin@yahoo.com
(510) 531-5078 | brich1011@sbcglobal.net

Steward Chairs | Open

(925) 360-2716 | caryorinda122@gmail.com
(510) 534-8377

Hall Association

President | Dennis Trammell
Vice President | Greg Bloom PM		
Chief Financial Officer | Ed Lana
Secretary | Ben Bloom
Greg Bloom PM 		
Michael Gooding
Sean Mergy PM 		
Alan Miller PM		
Vic Vickers PM		
Mick Finein

Trustees

Tom Steig PM 11/21
Greg Bloom PM 11/22
Tom Kavishi PM 11/22
Larry Becker PM 11/23
Norm Gorsuch PM 11/23
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Our Lodge Mission
Orinda Lodge’s mission is to
promote personal growth and
improve the lives of others.
We take responsibility for the
well-being of our brothers, our
families, and the community
as a whole. We value respect,
kindness, tolerance, and our
differences – religious, ethnic,
cultural, generational, and
educational, and strive for
harmony in our individual lives,
in our lodge, and in the global
community.

July 2021

As a lodge, we strive to be
active in our community. We
have various charitable and
educational events throughout
the year, as well as social
occasions. Some events are for
members only, but many include
our families.

MAKING TRUE FRIENDS | IMPROVING OURSELVES | HAVING AN IMPACT

